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INTRODUCTION 


Purpose 

The  purpose  of  this  booklet  is  to  provide  social  studies  teachers  with  samples  of 
student  writing  that  exemplify  the  criteria  used  to  score  students'  written 
responses  on  the  June  1987  Social  Studies  30  Diploma  Examination.  Examples  of 
the  full  range  of  student  writing  are  provided.  The  accompanying  commentaries 
discuss  selected  features  of  the  students'  responses,  and  show  how  the  scoring 
criteria  and  descriptors  used  to  mark  the  essays  relate  to  the  students'  work. 

Contents 


The  Social  Studies  30  Diploma  Examination  consists  of  two  parts:  70  multiple- 

choice  questions  and  a written-response  or  essay  question  worth  30%  of  the 
examination  mark.  This  booklet  deals  with  the  June  1987  written-response 
section,  which  required  students  to  write  ONE  complete  and  unified  essay 
defending  a position  on  an  issue  related  to  the  content  of  the  Social  Studies  30 
program.  Students  chose  to  write  on  one  of  the  two  essay  questions  presented. 
The  June  1987  essay  questions  follow  on  pages  6 and  7. 

Each  example  of  student  writing  in  this  booklet  has  been  reproduced  as  it 
appeared  to  the  markers,  that  is,  in  the  student's  own  handwriting.  Because  of 
space  limitations,  the  student's  planning,  drafting  or  rough  work  has  not  been 
included. 

Accompanying  each  student  response  is  a discussion  relating  the  characteristics 
of  the  essay  to  the  descriptors  in  the  scoring  guide  which  are  reproduced  in 
Appendix  A on  page  37. 

Selection  of  Papers 

The  essays  selected  for  this  booklet  were  used  as  sample  papers  for  training 
markers  during  the  June  1987  marking  session.  As  such,  these  papers  generally 
illustrate  the  quality  of  student  work  at  each  of  the  five  levels  of 
accomplishment  described  in  the  scoring  guide  (see  Appendix  A).  In  Social 
Studies  30,  the  range  of  quality  of  student  writing  is  scored  as  follows: 
EXCEPTIONAL  - 5,  PROFICIENT  - 4,  SATISFACTORY  - 3,  LIMITED  - 2,  POOR  - 1.  Each 
essay  is  assessed  on  this  5-point  scale  for  specific  reporting  categories: 
DESCRIPTION  OF  EXAMPLES  OR  CASE  STUDIES,  DESCRIPTION  OF  VALUE  POSITIONS,  DEFENCE 
OF  POSITION,  and  QUALITY  OF  LANGUAGE  AND  EXPRESSION.  (See  Appendix  A for 
details. ) 

Although  the  papers  in  this  booklet  were  selected  because  they  illustrated  an 
overall  score,  variations  within  that  overall  score  did  exist  in  some  reporting 
categories. 
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Establishing  Standards 


A group  of  teachers  initially  determined  the  range  of  student  performance  from 
the  June  1987  writing  by  reading  a large  random  sample  of  papers  from  across  the 
province  to  confirm  the  upper  and  lower  limits  of  the  writing  produced  on  the 
examination.  These  teachers,  or  rangefinders,  also  suggested  minor  adjustments 
to  the  scoring  guides  to  facilitate  the  marking  process.  They  then  selected 
papers  representative  of  the  range  and  illustrative  of  the  various  scoring 
descriptors  to  be  used  for  training  group  leaders  and  markers. 

The  second  step  in  establishing  standards  was  a day-long  session  held  with  a 
group  of  teachers  specially  selected  to  serve  as  leaders  of  small  groups  during 
the  marking.  This  group  reviewed  the  representative  papers  from  rangefinding  and 
endorsed  them  as  appropriate  illustrations  of  the  various  scores  possible,  thus 
setting  standards  for  the  marking. 

Marking  Process 

Teachers  were  selected  for  marking  on  the  recommendations  of  their 
superintendents.  All  of  the  teachers  were  currently  teaching  the  course,  and  had 
done  so  for  at  least  two  years.  They  spent  the  first  hours  of  the  marking  period 
in  an  intensive  training  session  that  included  a review  of  the  scoring 
descriptors  as  they  related  to  the  representative  papers  previously  selected  by 
the  rangefinders  and  group  leaders. 

No  details  that  could  identify  a student  or  school  appeared  on  the  examination 
papers.  Markers  were  advised  to  refuse  to  mark  a paper  if  they  suspected  its 
source.  They  were  instructed  to  disregard  the  quality  of  the  handwriting  in 
evaluating  the  papers,  and  to  return  a paper  unmarked  if  they  thought  the 
handwriting  could  influence  their  judgment.  No  marks  were  placed  on  the 
examination  booklets  during  the  marking  process.  Scores  were  placed  on  the 
separate  score  sheets.  All  papers  received  three  independent  readings. 

Provision  was  made  for  a fourth  reading  if  the  scores  awarded  by  the  first  three 
markers  varied  to  the  extent  that  the  student's  final  grade  would  be 
significantly  affected. 

Cautions 


The  following  cautions  should  be  kept  in  mind  when  reading  this  booklet  or  when 
using  the  contents  for  instructional  planning. 

1.  These  papers  are  examples  of  student  writing  that  reflect  an  interpretation 
of  the  standards  that  teachers  established  specifically  for  the  June  1987 
marking  session.  The  interpretation  of  the  standards  and  the  judgments  made 
by  markers  at  that  time  may  vary  with  other  writing  assignments  and  with 
writing  completed  under  different  circumstances.  These  samples  of  writing 
should  not  be  used  as  models  for  instructional  purposes.  Rather,  they  are 
intended  to  demonstrate  how  the  scoring  criteria  were  applied  to  examples  of 
student  writing  from  the  June  1987  examination  only. 
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It  should  also  be  noted  that  neither  the  essay  questions  nor  the  scoring 
guide  limited  students  to  a single  organizational  or  rhetorical  approach  in 
completing  the  assignment.  Students  are  free  to  select  and  organize  their 
materials  in  a manner  that  they  feel  will  best  present  their  position  on  the 
issue.  The  student  essays  in  this  booklet  illustrate  just  a few  of  the  many 
organizational  strategies  used  by  students  in  June  1987. 

2.  Under  difficult  examination  conditions,  students  were  able  to  prepare 

writing  that  must  be  considered  first-draft  only.  Quality  of  writing  could 
be  improved  considerably  if  students  had  more  time  and  resources.  Readers 
should  therefore  consider  each  student's  accomplishments  in  light  of  the 
constraints  of  examination  writing. 
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TOPIC  A 


ESSAY  ASSIGNMENT 


Some  governments  believe  that  an  economy  operates  best  when  its  citizens  are  free 
to  exercise  their  initiative.  They  believe  that  individual  decision-making 
promotes  the  efficient  operation  of  an  economy.  Other  governments  attempt  to 
combine  individual  initiative  with  some  government  regulation.  They  believe  that 
co-operation  between  enterprising  individuals  and  government  offers  the  best 
approach  in  running  an  economy.  Still  other  governments  emphasize  strict  central 
planning  and  decision-making.  They  believe  that  setting  economic  priorities 
according  to  the  collective  needs  of  society  must  take  precedence  over  individual 
initiative. 


In  an  essay,  defend  a position  on  the  issue:  SHOULD  GOVERNMENTS  EMPHASIZE 
INDIVIDUAL  INITIATIVE  IN  THEIR  NATIONS'  ECONOMIES? 


MARKS  WILL  BE  ALLOTTED  ON  THE  FOLLOWING  BASIS: 

- Accurate  and  comprehensive  description  of  one  or  more  relevant 
examples  or  case  studies  drawn  from  knowledge  of  social  studies 
content 

- Thoughtful  description  of  alternative  value  positions  underlying 
the  issue 

- Logical  and  persuasive  defence  of  the  position  chosen 

- Effective  use  of  language  and  expression 


(10  marks) 


(5  marks) 
(10  marks) 
(5  marks ) 


TOTAL 


30  marks 


BE  SURE  TO  INDICATE  YOUR  CHOICE 
OF  TOPIC  ON  THE  BACK  COVER. 
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TOPIC  B 


ESSAY  ASSIGNMENT 


During  the  20th  century,  some  national  governments  have  chosen  to  restrict 
their  participation  in  international  relations.  They  believe  in  self- 
sufficiency.  By  depending  on  their  own  resources  for  security  and  the 
advancement  of  their  national  interests,  they  hope  to  avoid  becoming  entangled 
in  the  affairs  of  other  states.  Other  nations  have  taken  a more  active  role 
in  international  affairs.  They  believe  their  security  and  national  goals  as 
well  as  world  stability  are  better  served  by  pursuing  policies  of  international 
involvement . 


In  an  essay,  defend  a position  on  the  issue:  SHOULD  NATIONS  PURSUE  ISOLATIONIST 
POLICIES? 


MARKS  WILL  BE  ALLOTTED  ON  THE  FOLLOWING  BASIS: 


- Accurate  and  comprehensive  description  of  one  or  more  relevant 
examples  or  case  studies  drawn  from  knowledge  of  social  studies 
content  (10  marks) 


- Thoughtful  description  of  alternative  value  positions  underlying 
the  issue 

- Logical  and  persuasive  defence  of  the  position  chosen 

- Effective  use  of  language  and  expression 


(5  marks) 
(10  marks) 
(5  marks) 


TOTAL 


30  marks 


BE  SURE  TO  INDICATE  YOUR  CHOICE 
OF  TOPIC  ON  THE  BACK  COVER. 
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SOCIAL  STUDIES  30 


SAMPLES 

OF 

STUDENT  WRITING 


(Topic  A) 


TOPIC  A 


Student  Sample  One 
General  Comments 

This  writer  immediately  and  subsequently  demonstrates  an  insightful  understanding 
of  the  issue  and  the  choices  inherent  in  the  value  dilemma.  A position  is 
established  through  a comprehensive  and  largely  accurate  discussion  of  case 
studies.  This  discussion  reveals  a good  grasp  of  social  studies  content  and  a 
mature  use  of  language  structures  and  vocabulary.  A solid  link  is  established 
between  the  position  taken  and  the  evidence  presented  to  support  it.  This  essay 
is  representative  of  5 EXCELLENT  in  most  reporting  categories. 
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Description  of  Value  Positions 

The  writer  presents  a 
comprehensive  statement  of 
value  positions  in  the 
introduction  of  the  essay,  as 
illustrated  by  references  to 
"individual  decision-making" 
and  "government  intervention" 
within  the  context  of  how  to 
ensure  the  full  potential  of 
economic  growth.  The  writer 
understands  there  is  a 
conflict  involved  and  a price 
to  be  paid  in  choosing  a 
value  position:  "the 
direction  a government 
chooses  will  determine  the 
efficiency  and  stability  of 
the  economy  and  the  quality 
of  life  of  the  individual." 

The  writer  demonstrates 
further  understanding  of  the 
issue  by  referring  to  the 
value  positions  inherent  in 
the  economies  of  the  U.S.  and 
Sweden. 

Description  of  Examples  or 
Case  Studies 


This  writer  shows  a mature 
understanding  of  the  Swedish 
economy  and  a broad 
comprehension  of  American 
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capitalism.  By  combining  a 
discussion  of  the  practice  of 
private  enterprise  and  mixed 
economies  with  a description 
of  their  philosophical 
underpinnings,  the  writer 
demonstrates  above-average 
understanding:  "Sweden 
follows  the  policy  of  John 
Meynard  Keynes  who  stresses 
that  government  intervention 
is  needed."  The  writer's 
appropriate  use  of  economic 
terminology  is  evidence  of  a 
comprehensive  and  accurate 
knowledge  of  social  studies 
content  ("supply  and  demand, 
indicative  planning,  consumer 
sovereignty,  transfer 
payments,  invisible  hand"). 

Defence  of  Position 

The  defence  of  position 
proceeds  logically  from  the 
examples  provided.  The 
writer's  choice  of  Swedish- 
style  interventionism  is  well 
supported:  "Sweden  values 
government  intervention 
because  it  is  concerned  with 
society  as  a whole  rather 
than  individual  welfare.  I 
believe  that  working  together 
as  a community  allows  for 
success  of  the  economy." 
Strong  arguments  against  the 
exclusive  reliance  on 
individual  initiative  are 
also  provided:  "In  a 
capitalistic  system,  there  is 
a large  gap  between  the  rich 
and  poor  and  the  poor  are 
singled  out  . . ."  Unlike 
less  well-developed  essays, 
many  of  the  arguments  refer 
back  to  a discussion  of  value 
issues . 
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)riuyi  JiACjAsuif  JLOJimsisp  - HlLoldd £jd^r. asd  Ju&pdtoJ 

CfUUL,  ml  fauL  (l*nd  /ri&ftui'Lo  (lasl  ^usn&o  /*m 

sr\ojjlAsrijJjj  JhluA  ■ Jhb  psitUn'clfr, M U.  ny  Pia^Aa  fcuj/nyn'b 


-k  J&L  nflXfMA  SLSlA  (pxunX?  /M  MfhniTLunj  ykl  ri//Liotrf~ 
lUo  /Uici  SlhMp  /ikumst-A'  zct^yno  muxH  jDCL^ 

kb'lo  /J  YAus?.  _.g&v4sisn,'rnt*'?  / 76 

/JJLtWZ  HlSUU  .ASJuduu  - ^V. 'jL . fiZXfih frrLfcU  YAat  <m* 


&n^A  ft  ajajllua Hum mud:.. 


ff- 


HuTM  eld 


UC  rjc.  /nfiM btyjrf  ■ _ JJum, miJiucd—  Jfrf  ^0U42234' nj.  

^/cnnyrn^  JUO  •£>  ckjUsuiJd  ~h>  d/u>  CZ&csp/no  ((&CCLU* u HlUj 

{Lvl  (pJjU'uuitmi  iaJ  ft  .J/adr  ^dncla^ci  &f  and 

OAJt  pvu!-c  oLcl  wctL  rnasuj  MUMunxxo  • AduX/j^i  _ ul* 

/Tmrty  c-umlo.  MTicisld* rud . /ndr'tSa&jsu-J^- 

/T'Z^pgo  -7 d tuwik.  MO  JmH kfCLuM*- d-Uj  /Uu^' 

iMtU sulluk  _ MHuu  // Miy ch—adL- jjamL Afad  - 

.IkAiA  JLbL'tA.,)Y*-diW\  a^tndiCjtA  ft.<nrl-  '■  Mo-ftcb-i 

/-tJli-ijrt Hm pducy 

^Hu-jxqjlo  Abjd  (^M>t^n/niM7 


&f  dk/tm.  ftliynnAiH  dcysvu>  uJu 

mmt.  JnduHjn/,^  j^_ /in dd  Mjl 


CXLrurruj  chuu-nj  7 doto  &j  UMnjMnpJuurujit  (Lnd  tr^adion 


sj d ftjfanLrnjj  cJ  luxcL*  Js> uMOml  mXuxH  C&ribfJ 

did  jd  uillJ  pA&^r'cLo ZtoUjcA 

-pH. pAUrcJjL CumiAoh. yo  mcl/dud rune)  Uyi(Lcrr(^aI 

UAuL  dljUX  - 

dL±  pAlrMjLrn  ■ ^UiMA/>l/TTLUl'/  JUnldlAMlhc#^  Jt*l  Hul 

^LCJxrLMVUj  Ulfijl/aCJU)  MJLyruj. i/rdduiLi  J-uH  f/s.  /uw  /OlImJLo 

pruna.rnLLLYlt ^2 dd U ■ S • &£l d.  . 5ooe<dn  Aid'  sislIumci 

^ (Uid  auojlI  jihd^ciAj  ■ dd  (J-S.  u/ic  uahuo 
JA'uLmdu-&J , jLf}?  fat ye (tfiuscu  jd~  j^>  d/uu  vuu>jQ^dJdLfij 

-^ard  Lfub^iuU.  jp M\rihu  Au>  4UM-TL.  J/UrULklMC.  cLcjuuxmo 

-ULnd H dCfosurrurf-L di yjxaichj  jJ  did-  awt'tduncj  pi 

I'UbO  £usrt  aJdAuto  / dlMudc/^JL  QAld  S&1LL//IOLC  /k- 

jduU/M  /id  lout  7k dpMjd.  OH  CUiyO'ftL  oduL  MU  Mfxsf 

b Ltlkurt/ LL  JLn  Lls.  £uu u ^2/Luuid  rJ/cusiA 

unr/jA-rn/u/iX  <u  /n±duxx£tcl  jiusxuasu 

— at/m 1 — oli-ir^Hc!  yk <Xm  \nO  6#i  <Au>  pnru  nmuid 

-j/M — Am 2 — S^MUU Atoujd  n JAl Jf£.'n4'f>Uj  AJJsno 

-Jj/Alti.  ,-LAch. jd/lAMtu jku  Am?  &<jun.  p£M>&*iad-  M&Xovud 

iJoJiuLO  */rVrn£Syf  Mfduj't'n  /7c^u 

d J.0  rA'natAjrvpa  coctA.  ns)  a udud 

^1/Zttuu d/iasr,.  ddddtdjjud  ,M^^/ayLi  . &ddrnfd  Zk. 


Mai fid dvn LJJitA  idU.  sOtxrASL  a Xddu>  ruid  doJjund 

./Ur i/lM..  /id CicJviuK.  dd  ^a^yUL.  Murcixxvun  l/ 


Quality  of  Language  and 
Expression 

The  writing  is  well  organized, 
clear,  and  free  of  major 
errors.  Minor  errors  may  be 
attributed  to  the  difficult 
writing  conditions  and  time 
constraints.  The  strength  of 
the  writing  is  in  the  clarity 
of  the  writer's  train  of 
thought.  The  style  and 
language  are  appropriately 
formal  and  serious,  but  not 
pretentious:  "Co-operation 
among  government  and 
individuals  will  surely 
assure  the  stability  of  the 
economy. " 
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WlP  A/d- jt>  Lttrt?  <n/fal 

faut  flillo  sJ  'Me di^o~dju/lJ7-)rx^cI  _ tftspJ  ? 

An  /,lhl  n& j oil  Iuuh-  Ms*  amJM  jz>  0-  /suuc 

fcj.  JHutLoSj. an  cL  i. 

LlkM. atA/isJft CLA&UAl  xL 

cj  ¥&>  [<tejWUArruj.*  dfuu>  /?  a A?Lno  hdoe  C^/drL/yr.  ^^Mccaju> 

jffgjjAt  sj  dki UaJus^  Afie/j  JlM 

'Sj  aakul  ft  rJl/^Ata <<  AlcA  , melfifod 

jU  _AiMinru.fi  'JLl  ' M'jynjAnuj  js>  MXJm  . JL  uiLuJk/  Jaur-t  Ac 

juuhi  LlK&i  AAnA  &M  JMJtdzsi  and  ArU /ry/yed 

Jin.  (i  COfl laird) C tfygjzrrr^,  ^ #LLnJL^..4£>  <&f  J&gjfi. ...gOfOi 

^faldtiA^  fAe.  am' A omH YAjl.  ^4&i anx/ddM.  _ 

cuj/ dLO  .. M^nMULaLOOZa  - *j/  A/l^  f’.CUK,  turf  <dan 

(lUjl  *t>  mnh.  db  /xiCCjlaxc  £ud~ 'MjLua /^4.  . ..!&  c*jx 

uh  milhsij  ~i>  juiL dAuum m c/icuka.  and  xl  ^ cJa/APaaIA 

"fa  nJjun^L Hun  JJ'Lru&md.  sdgjjuLn* d.  - JTWY^id  MIX 

gjjucA  ££>.  J/MtrLn.  d ; fislAirrdin  fLfLpH UJrjA  £ ja/rr 

^rfusnrln^d  aj  Jjunyncj  mlL jlL  .QXXUALn Hi cAoJlLtLa.  

AlLr/i^P  isrv  JLl^L A 4.Jf ..  . jHulL (JAL^JIa  „ tuLOJ^XllX L° 

&Ml  fiA&ndrd LodA A&jL dMu Xdxtox  jpnd 

WW/^ Q/nd  JLq mA cduiCAArrn/maA^..  .^CU-^A  Mcamax 

&J  jdoA,  vnidiLL^  b ciffa-jd  . <J  GkmcL 

yjJlHjJd  -rjkMid/  ztL. £?q*oul-  pjJLcjj cui.  JLuxdcsi^  

pAMinlUj  it  p.'Uxndu*  /to  ^ rjufa^c,^ gj/AA f?lt  chew ^ * 

C&^iijruxdu^  , aMAqS  jm/u/iruia^ u^ia.Tp^pA^mii i /tlilliasti  cc. 

LvhMik . .OuJLiajxiiL  ih LftfLrr.alujA.  &J.....  {UitisLf^  a. . a^mpAJi, 

/aan  M_JtJ3MtLL  - Jj- /ituudd  C&tfAzuLL  ao  llhM.  


pj- hjip. Rjulu 


■j^LL 


• / /T?  1/nJLASL 


' a/ 


^jAHA/rurY^lt  .{lAld? a.  Juisicl  , Jf£(lU A£ <d..  u>  muc^- 

JMm dt-ftiLutt  it  <j£L jtfurJtuuapL , Ct^pLiaAm^ 

-utdL dt&Lh-dLL iLa\ A h^..nu^L.,.  (Xr^^KQtx^ arA  an<k 


(Lid  nmy — .Mad — A>  a.  iMML^iw^n  -fa  m<sL 

fa.  c/atu.  . jS/tf  U>.  ..mr tw  CW/nAu^  go.  (la  aJrfi-^d  -4*  ftecLuj 

JL  Lrjy  ]QA.d/y[  ~h  . .IsnjMJLL dkaA  aMjl.  / /LArTUrTTUj  fid  du^A^unj^  fxjjj/n  A*  jLd 

Unit  U >LffacAC/rt  ■ 


A ufaldL. tA£ AAoM  (jjmAa 


*$- 


on  cxyQ A_ 


..taar.jrrujunity pJcMu^ ^ YAm_  Lsny  and 

..jAid  Jcua.1  unM/oAf. Me. m&<j y/uan  ur) q[ fu*xd>r ^ 

qaiA  Aid/-  AtA^na  ■ J/  f£Afdk jJsidAzj  -h 

-lA/i.d  Jiadi  (Mm  7 diu-Q....  .ih.9 (lrLnhd  ufad/  M A ru/cA 

. *lidLL iv iuj<  Mi  - 
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TOPIC  A 


Student  Sample  Two 
General  Comments 

This  writer  demonstrates  a clear  and  concise  understanding  of  the  issue  and 
the  value  dimension.  A position  is  defended  with  well-considered  arguments 
arising  from  an  analysis  of  one  case  study.  While  this  discussion  is 
generally  accurate,  there  are  some  over-generalizations.  The  discussion  is 
purposeful,  clear,  and  consistent,  representative  of  4 PROFICIENT  in  most 
reporting  categories. 


, jfrt  jujLI&ju  >er\  /vwi  ~kr,  Description  of  Value  Positions 


-k. 


ijOOskiLA  Aik 


JtA  A/v  -A -ZTHl AJL. 

ajzSujji 

J2 A£TY^rr\\jJL  J&-1X AiA  -AXaSs A-er-rd • (jx  a 

y'rsA-jAtTTs AlSsA-L6 ^LlxI xl..  

A/k  /lx J^LXT7VCDQ\^I ~ /KmJo^  .T.l^ 

iMrV^ Ay^+JL  k ^UJL^wtrAN A-Xa^1X 

_jrG_...L£ksi a aonA iU>w 

KaAjlA  fc.  ^*V  4mipri^r\A^o( 


JL4V|ia.  A 


Aa^^ctCL^ AiLz  ^Ma 


^C\ A/Y^A  xaflA  lAaI, A LfJjLyjLK^ JAUA 

— .A  A 


A^s- 


Jk 


A-kU 

3; 


a |fn LAnAu^k  Asr\  ^aaj-ia 

A^Tt~rvs ^/Ve^Al >A_ 

AJi>h£zy± ' 


■ULV 


JraJ^U.  ILuavaa/a. . jisj^va 


t .Aik £*| /-/vAA.\rv<L^^ ? 


XMJr X^A5> iAVA^VMOA &_4. 


“Aw 


£ 


k|LuJv-/A 


iAA. 


aLaj~  JtLii- 1/Uajl 

'LAS' n-  irf 


Aa 


t 


JLa. 


A^-e_ 


JLL*A  ML* 


/A/ W .yFV-t'vflxj 

j_ 


a/wJI 


Af ^i<J\.Lva£^ ~JA-A&LU^I\ 

_.,.,d  JU  1 JUjg  AikA-  ,4  ta  Ari^rv/rYvw 


JL/N. 


"A^LaA.  ^VVaAa^— iAa'  a 1 >(TVVXS-^Vv JLA 


£ 


2bA JL/**v 


,vv^iU 


AkA <la 


-aA. 


JLMJSL 


Ami 


JU/yyvs&A aa k^r\ryJr \!^Sxr\  .-.."H U.  . jWvvd 


VkrvAjcrv  Haa 


sl. 


fiSri-JULk-  aM 


AVv-Ad-t  ^nJ:  ALl  C^rvTv^rVvAOomo^  "P  . 


The  opening  paragraph  clearly 
raises  the  value  alternatives 
of  "economic  freedom  vs  state 
control."  This  writer  also 
identifies  the  dilemma  of 
"how  much  economic  freedom 
should  be  given  to  the  people 
and  how  much  emphasis  should 
be  placed  on  government 
control."  There  is  a 
consistency  and  linkage  among 
the  value  positions,  case 
studies,  and  defence  of 
position.  The  writer 
understands  the  critical 
features  of  differing  value 
positions:  "allowing  for 
individualism  gives  the  room 
for  creativity  and  growth"  as 
opposed  to  "true  freedom  can 
only  be  acheived  when  all 
citizens  have  economic 
equality. " 


^Description  of  Examples  or 
ilase  Studies 


The  writer  has  chosen  the 
economy  of  the  Soviet  Union 
as  an  example  of  the  effect 
of  lack  of  individual 
initiative.  By  analysing  the 
flaws  in  the  operation  of  a 
command  economy,  the  writer 
was  able  to  effectively  adopt 
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-lA/n — 

aI/woeX-A Xsrtxu.. 

XLia a^aaJi — $X 


yXa-/Y\/Yw^  )W^A-^k 

>c| AXaIz-C 


suSX^SL^K  aj • Oy 

~ALo  "f  \ 


A ,*k  /CfrAT L\A 
A\^XwCnM  I^3~KfcnTvV 
Ike  AAf€-A  A 


A^£X  A.A A1A£ <WC\AA2 

OALu  Ma^aj, JlAJ^L,  -£«|4-  i-LLflJuA— -fc( 


AUl 


ii 


/vrf  A 


u. 


/LmnnN., 


4^-  ,( /Y\aX  A fa/J-£ lAA.  ^(kuj )UaH4  , — Aa£, 


j£oi  /V  AiAjXt  AQ-tr\^L  ; AXrLlAJl  *ie  jXjQ 

■|-OL/Vvod^  AA A^A^pL^  , 

A A/W  JUjjl 

,4-  A jol^&uaa 


ao-I-aA  40^ 


XaAaad^ 


xtl 


SY\lA 


LA^A 

TLt 


AJla^O 

4 1^/V/^a  aa  lv 

o j 

-Un LAA^C^XX  ) ?Xt  ffinrkT/*.- 


/flLA 


4- 


i 


AtUj^. 


I o 

^jLAaV  Aa  ^OoLJXjI'  ; A/n-A  ^XsAJ?  AaA 


TtAJj ^^J2yrvAA^=L^ 


V)LJU  -Ji 


XA_ 


j2^a  jlXV  SijX 


Av^^<£A4 


iJ* 


ALg 


At  ^JLA'TmXa^v 


£t| aJLXs w^fcLiA. JULe — A^rv^xi_-  IjsAv^rv 

avAj^  JLflXM  A,  /flN^/YUj  ^ugjkJrv^A 

.Xkp^y  -jko..  AArtA^y  >oAjl^<U<_  , tl  A<lLx\R  ~dXoJr 
■J&aa LmX  ^ -fia/Atm s LaA  Xrv^ 

1I/YNJU&/'>\A  P A^nro^rvv AA-  Sy\  . \J  LAj  41  o jr-AXO- 


yro  cIa  ^ /oJld 

XiLlA^/ 1NJ> 

/KaJL  ; 

iU 

L4n/rv^ 

AJLa^WTVA idd&SAL. 

„XLdL  ^ 

i m/w^  kddx* xcrcr^x  |trv . 

Jkfl  Lo~lk +^4JZsY.iX\K  ~M>  AjK^-  \ L»4 


Li&x_  ^yryO^/^vilo-t  _AA  -^/O^TlA  oJl  , ^fov  1 >XA/YY\£-fig __ „ 

, I ■ _,  - I*  -A.  /-e-ruui_A 

Aft  AYvAyv\/L^gyi  A X^/.AJL^Jjqy^ j&A/CfrJXt 1/JZTA  jXaA 

/US ~\rti ATCxM -*JJUdX*&..-r-  iS^f.  /r^JjA 


_AZU 

ycTA 


>ixvwLiA.n.  Aaa  aQ  i_xH\  JxJC 


£±& AA- 


JS. AxoJjtk. 


ifx 


. D 7>a 

^JX^ajijv^  A^VA LitA-t>JLA  , AA  ~jU  ^\ull 

&j jx^X. Hjl^ jifl ^rWVA^L^ci  -aJX^oA 

a a pi/Lu-aJa iz:; ^ 4,ayVi\ attA  c>pgyivX/n^J4A)  /A  Ikt, 


jCA^ZVS . V3  kifjjl  ikoAJ>  -f 

AT>Xu A!Ze ^ AAA  .iJLg,  Ia^A. 


^pg  aiv 

aW 


jiu  fey  IAa^ 

i 


^r 


i /IT^JC^ AA^ 

iL AsrmiJL 


LXkx»-^  ; ?>Q-l07o  &|  ~ijU  ^LJTfJ^rr^ 

^CTsAa  AA, ~A-A /JPrA^fAAi^  . f ]LLAvA.L^  ^ A 


3l 


Aaa^. 


^Tud^tv-wA  4A^nrv^->->f\  ^ ii 

Aka ■AZfcJUx'-xAAXdJ aA a /tyuaa^ 


iTx-A3va^tAa^X~~u 


4 


a >fv-vw'X.i  i t^crv 


A ALaxK, 1LA_ 


XA^rYsXr^^y^ AA& Afs/Uw\rt  ~i.A... 

.^j iA i /Tv  A AAH  A k J^aS-  A i\  I /y  ^ s*A  . ( ^^VlfVyOftVAX-^YXx  A 4 


.av^/aA 

2H 


Ar-tru-vA IXkAt^va 


.^gr\KA^ruYYS^  a Aaa/A aA 

isAATl  Aa^ Av^/r\  aL^s  A.  AUg  avQ-0  1 |^rv  A-^mvo  L A^Iajla 

ira  -rllt  yiJtrpJU  ^>UT>\.^ta^  - X^viAAnXuAi 

..Xx^Ajors.-  /nnkvAj -(u^wAaa .xYsXf^tAA^ 

1 jfk/X  ^aaA- Aa£eXLXJ^ 


_-w^r\k Laa^jl 


the  position  that  governments 
should  encourage  individual 
initiative.  The  description 
of  the  Soviet  economy  does 
contain  some  unsubstantiated 
over-generalizations:  "They 

[the  Soviet  people]  are  told 
where  to  work,  where  to  live, 
what  size  family  is 
acceptable."  However,  the 
discussion  of  the  problem  of 
elitism,  of  the  purpose  of 
industrial  bonuses,  and  of 
the  role  of  private 
agricultural  production 
reveals  a clear  understanding 
of  the  functioning  of  the 
Soviet  economy. 

Defence  of  Position 

The  writer's  stance  on  the 
issue  is  both  logical  and 
clear.  Strong  statements  of 
position  are  made  throughout 
the  essay:  "Individual 

’decision-making  provides  an 
incentive  to  work  harder." 

Such  statements  are 
well-supported  by  the 
evidence  presented  earlier. 
While  the  writer  shows  some 
confusion  over  the  irony 
involved  in  individual 
initiative  being  preserved  by 
government  institutions 
("With  public  education  and 
freedom  from  discrimination, 
we  are  all  born  with  the  same 
freedom"),  in  general  the 
writer's  defence  of  position 
is  quite  consistent.  The 
writer's  attempt  to  deal  with 
a common  criticism  of  economic 
systems  promoting  individual 
initiative  adds  an 
interesting  dimension  to  the 
essay:  "While  supporters  of 
centralization  complain  about 
the  lack  of  economic 
equality,  I think  it  is  the 
equality  of  opportunity  which 
makes  our  system  work." 
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JL|a  jlA  a^\|^ 

A^JIj1L^i>a1  M^J^jUik  AJO^X^U 


iaxa^ ^pui  .-^eJ 

AJLAjjJTJL  . "liLiL  .L,^kitAr AJ&L-'  U^TY^rny^L.  .-frl&VO^tk 

*oJ 


Arm 


■s^jyjsA. /Arc£k 


'fyA.  AAl^L- 


.l^C 


>tvtLgA  .a^wA  Ai>\AAn.yr^  ~i^ i^rvl^JLAASi. 

^a\J\ ^a^-sIa  • (!^rry^ud^  bwtny 

AA X-Ov^X  /LrVA^A.^. 


■A/YM^AAAgA. 


* 


Jaaja  Xc  /vw^ikx a XAja ^\  .iis. 

J ^A>la  . u)  X>JU A^^lAr^.IvCLiA Sfcf  A g/doA  ~ 


JgwA  jL 


iiyvyCtua-A 


i/t  rnrve-r^ju 


A^V^aA XL SLuk. £^j 

■LdLg  , vA jXjL^k Ut M dLa. 


M — *—^ 

ju^m^L 3^ *\ /t\k^La .^tUjl[ Anr^ku 

-A-MaX  MJ?T\  k \k)  i^L ^AAJWVw^. 


^Hf 


^>juia1a£~a  ^ rJi 


|\£xA/v-iw.  J-^Sty^ A^aa/la/^otsa/^aXa^ga. — AA4 

ikrvyv\ /^M.  XU AA/YYiS ~Jje  Axrfr\l: 

Xdw\X /TWA.bl  4. 94.  A|t ^T\  . 

_lLA aA  /^Vs 1(Xla 

£tr\ A^JLa^j-\Aaaa1  .JL^jX-kX^ , Xk-frX 

a ire  3k?  jKju  X-^-YVv  !&/vwa1-  ill  JUA^ur€_  aA 

JtLJL^L X-i  .AKAA C^n^trvx^Lt-  A^^j^wy  • 


Quality  of  Language  and 
Expression 

The  essay  reveals  good 
organization  and  an 
understanding  of  grammar. 
There  are  very  few  errors  to 
detract  from  the  meaning  and 
intent  of  the  writer.  The 
writing  is  clear  without 
being  pedantic  or 
pretentious.  There  is 
occasional  awkwardness  in 
sentence  construction:  "What 
little  incentive  is  provided, 
for  example  a bonus  to 
managers  increasing 
production,  has  proved  very 
effective."  However,  the 
writer’s  meaning  is  clearly 
communicated  throughout  the 
essay. 
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TOPIC  A 


Student  Sample  Three 
General  Comments 

This  writer  shows  an  adequate  understanding  of  alternative  value  positions  by 
describing  certain  costs  and  benefits  associated  with  those  positions.  The 
example  used  as  evidence  in  the  development  of  a position  is  appropriate  and 
adequately  described  but  does  contain  a significant  error.  The  arguments 
presented,  while  generally  sound,  are  brief  and  somewhat  lacking  in 
persuasiveness.  The  expression  reveals  an  awareness  of  language  structures 
and  vocabulary.  This  essay  is  representative  of  3 SATISFACTORY  in  most 
reporting  categories. 


a czthjrf jl 


OpYiCL 


s> zm  i cDaajl  rin  usn i i-i 

, ±hj Cj'st- 


^JjJL  ( LUjn.  VQ 

i sYYlcCi/-  CJyr^VjLirrw^-  rtysrn/lsnCLy , C/UbnLtji 
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Description  of  Value  Positions 

The  writer  identifies  two 
value  positions  "initiative, 
and  government  control"  but 
these  value  alternatives  need 
more  development  and 
discussion.  The  statement: 
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individual  initiative,  severe 
class  distinctions  could 
result,  and  great  inequalities 
in  incomes"  reveals  an 
adequate  understanding  of  the 
issue  but  such  a statement 
needs  further  analysis  and 
explanation  in  order  to 
effectively  contribute  to  the 
discussion. 

Description  of  Examples  or 
Case  Studies 

The  writer's  decision  to 
examine  the  Swedish  economy 
is  certainly  relevant  to  the 
essay  topic.  However,  there 
is  a major  factual  error 
which  weakens  the  example, 

"All  primary  industries  are 
run  by  the  government,"  and 
the  introduction  of  evidence 
dealing  with  the  Swedish 
political  system  is  not 
particularly  relevant  to  the 
issue  of  economic  initiative 
or  to  the  position  the  writer 
has  attempted  to  establish. 
Despite  these  difficulties, 
the  writer's  brief 
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description  of  the  economy  of 
Sweden  is  generally  accurate 
and  the  evidence  presented 
demonstrates  an  adequate 
understanding  of  the  nature 
of  mixed  economies. 

Defence  of  Position 

The  writer  does  take  a clear 
position  in  the  introduction 
to  the  paper  ("I  think 
governments  should  emphasize 
individual  initiative  in 
their  nations  economies")  and 
re-emphasizes  this  position 
in  the  conclusion.  Despite 
this  stance,  the  writer's 
arguments  are  not 
particularily  persuasive  as 
information  is  sometimes 
substituted  for  thought  — - as 
with  the  description  of  the 
Swedish,  political  system. 
Also,  the  conclusion  stresses 
the  writer’s  belief  that 
"individual  initiative  can 
bring  about  greater  freedom 
of  choice"  but  the  following 
sentence  asserts  that  "if 
programs  are  not  set  up  by 
the  government  ...  it  could 
Jresult  in  exploitation  of 
people."  This  unresolved 
conflict  between  position  and 
supporting  arguments  detracts 
from  the  merits  of  the  essay. 

Quality  of  Language  and 
Expression 

The  writer's  meaning  is 
generally  understood  although 
the  expression  is  not  strong. 
There  are  certain  errors  in 
grammar  and  sentence 
structure,  and  a confusing 
use  of  pronouns  which  reduces 
clarity:  "A  problem  with  this 
is  that  [it]  involves  high 
taxes  to  pay  for  it  [the 
social  welfare  system] , but 
at  least  everyone  has  the 
opportunity  to  use  it." 

While  the  essay  is  written  in 
a generally  coherent  manner 
the  language  and  expression 
are  sometimes  problematic. 
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TOPIC  A 


Student  Sample  Four 
General  Comments 

While  this  writer  makes  an  attempt  to  identify  alternative  value  positions, 
the  attempt  is  limited  and  reveals  a vague  understanding  of  the  issue.  The 
development  of  a position  is  confused  and  contradictory.  Appropriate 
supportive  examples  are  used  but  they  are  sketchily  developed  and  contain 
inaccuracies  that  demonstrate  a lack  of  understanding  of  social  studies 
content.  Numerous  errors  in  expression  detract  from  the  clarity  of  the 
essay.  This  essay  is  representative  of  2 LIMITED  in  most  reporting  categories. 
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Description  of  Value  Positions 

The  description  of  the  value 
positions  is  vague  and 
uncertain.  However,  there 
are  indications  that  the 
writer  has  grasped  some  of 
the  basic  differences  between 
public  and  private  economies: 
"The  USA  is  the  richest 
country  in  the  world  with  its 
free  enterprize  system.  . . . 
Progressive  taxation  and 
government  regulations  have 
almost  stoped  economic  growth 
[in  Sweden]."  Nevertheless, 
it  is  difficult  for  the 
reader  to  discover  a 
discussion  of  alternative 
value  positions  underlying 
the  issue.  The  degree  to 
which  the  writer  demonstrates 
understanding  of  conflicting 
or  alternative  values  is 
limited. 

Description  of  Examples  or 
Case  Studies 

Although  the  examples  chosen 
are  relevant,  the  writer 
presents  them  with  little 
development  or  factually 
accurate  information.  The 
statement  "public  enterprize 
systems  work  and  countries 
like  Sweden  prove  it"  coupled 
with  the  assertion  that 
"government  regulations  have 
almost  stoped  economic 
growth"  provides  evidence 
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JL  /K^/  j'iliMK.  i*.  jyujH  fAxj  ^ aJLH  a^<A  [■i/'Mu^ 
Wl  A xfuaJ1 


that  the  writer  has  a 
restricted  grasp  of  social 
studies  content. 


Defence  of  Position 


Although  the  introduction 
directly  sets  forth  the 
writer's  position  ("My  answer 
to  the  question  Should 
governments  emphasize 
individual  initiative  in 
their  nations  economies?  is 
yes")  the  remainder  of  the 
essay  becomes  confused  and 
contradictory:  "I  feel  that 
the  free  enterprize  system  is 
the  best.  I believe  that 
public  enterprize  systems 
work."  The  disjointedness  of 
some  of  the  evidence 
presented  further  obscures 
the  position  taken.  While 
the  use  of  some  social 
studies  content  such  as  the 
reference  to  the  invisible 
hand  deserves  credit,  the 
response  is  primarily 
emotional.  Assertions  such 
as  "I  feel,  I believe"  and  "I 
do  not  believe"  are  made 
frequently,  but  are  not  made 
credible  with  any  development 
of  supportive  evidence.  The 
final  statement  "I  do  not 
believe  in  equall  pay  for  all 
because  not  all  work  is 
equall"  is  left  dangling  — 
it  is  not  connected  to  the 
arguments  developed  in 
defence  of  the  position. 

Quality  of  Language  and 
Expression 

The  quality  of  language  and 
expression  in  this  paper  is 
weak.  There  is  an 
appropriate  use  of  social 
studies  terminology  ("public 
enterprize  systems, 
progressive  taxation"),  but 
the  numerous  spelling  and 
grammatical  errors  plus  the 
disjointedness  of  some  of  the 
evidence  presented  detract 
from  the  clarity  of  the 
writing. 
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TOPIC  A 


Student  Sample  Five 
General  Comments 

This  writer  demonstrates  a weak  grasp  of  the  issue.  Although  the  writer 
demonstrates  an  implicit  understanding  of  the  values  in  conflict,  the 
explanation  of  alternative  value  positions  is  incomplete.  The  case  studies, 
while  relevant,  have  been  minimally  or  inaccurately  described.  While  a 
position  is  discernible,  little  attempt  has  been  made  to  defend  it.  The  paper 
shows  serious  faults  in  grammar,  sentence  structure,  and  spelling.  This  essay 
is  representative  of  1 POOR  in  most  reporting  categories. 
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Description  of  Value  Positions 

Although  there  are  few 
specific  references  to  values 
in  this  paper  and  no  attempt 
to  describe  alternative  value 
positions,  the  reader  can 
discern  some  implicit 
understanding  of  the  value 
issue.  The  relationship  the 
writer  establishes  between 
'’socialist  parts  of  the 
world.  ...”  and  the  goal  of 
the  welfare  of  the 
’’collective  community” 
indicates  some  understanding 
of  the  issue.  Nevertheless , 
the  analysis  is  incomplete 
and  inadequate. 

Description  of  Examples  or 
Case  Studies 
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The  writer  does  make  reference 
to  relevant  case  studies  such 
as  the  U.S.S.R.,  Canada,  and 
the  U.S.  However,  only  the 
most  superficial  discussion 
is  given:  "In  the  mean  time 
Canada  and  U.S.  had  the 
industries  going  pretty  well 
full  tilt.”  The  description 
is  minimal  and  indicates  a 
lack  of  understanding  of 
social  studies  content: 
"Agriculture  also  suffered 
why  should  they  farm  their 
land  just  to  give  it  away." 
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Defence  of  Position 


The  writer's  position  is 
difficult  to  determine  and 
whatever  position  is 
indicated  is  weakly  defended: 
"people  need  imediate 
incentative  or  something." 
While  the  writer  may  have  had 
some  valid  arguments  to  make 
in  comparing  collectivism 
with  its  opposite,  the 
attempts  are  too  weak  to  be 
effective. 

Quality  of  Language  and 
Expression 

This  paper  contains  serious 
faults  in  language  usage; 
these  faults  inevitably  affect 
the  other  dimensions  of  the 
essay  assignment.  While  the 
thrust  of  the  paper  is 
generally  clear  ("people  need 
imediate  incentative  or 
something  that's  quite  close 
that  they  can  strive  for"), 
it  is  difficult  to  identify  a 
definable  introduction,  body, 
and  conclusion  to  the  essay. 
The  nature  of  the  grammatical 
errors  indicates  a lack  of 
familiarity  with  the 
fundamentals  of  English 
language  usage:  "Russia  with 

the  start  of  the  5 year  plans 
was  filled  with  discontent 
people  had  nothing  to  work 
for." 
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TOPIC  B 


Student  Sample  One 
General  Comments 

This  writer  demonstrates  a grasp  of  the  significance  of  the  issue  and  proceeds  to 
develop  an  organized,  mature,  and  insightful  essay.  An  understanding  of  the 
dilemma  inherent  in  the  value  position  is  demonstrated.  The  examples  are 
discussed  in  an  accurate  and  relevant  nature  which  reveals  an  above  average 
understanding  of  social  studies  content.  There  is  a logical  progression  from  the 
examples  to  the  defence  of  position  which  provides  consistency  and  logic  to  the 
arguments.  The  expression  reveals  a mature  use  of  language  structures,  spelling, 
and  vocabulary.  This  essay  is  representative  of  5 EXCELLENT  in  all  reporting 
categories . 
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Description  of  Value  Positions 

Value  positions  underlying 
this  issue  are  clearly 
identified  and  concisely 
described,  but  the  writer  has 
gone  beyond  simple 
identification.  For  each  of 
the  two  basic  values 
highlighted,  other  related 
values  are  explored:  ”An 
internationalist  is  concerned 
with  global  security  and 
prosperity,  and  the  welfare 
of  mankind  as  a whole."  The 
implications  of  the  adoption 
of  either  value  are  also 
examined,  thus  for  a 
nationalist:  "The  sovereignty 

of  one’s  own  nation  must  be 
preserved,  even  at  the  cost 
of  ignoring  global  problems." 
Such  analysis,  though  brief, 
indicates  an  exceptional 
degree  of  understanding  on 
the  part  of  the  writer. 

Description  of  Examples  or 
Case  Studies 


The  writer's  choice  of 
examples  and  references  to 
different  periods  of  history 
demonstrate  a mature  and 
insightful  understanding 
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of  social  studies  content: 
"Britain  in  the  late 
ninteenth  century  and  the 
United  States  until  the 
Second  World  War  . . . 
believed  they  could  best 
preserve  their  security  and 
prosperity  by  severely 
limiting  their  involvement  in 
international  affairs."  The 
degree  of  insight  revealed  by 
the  statement  "There  came  a 
time  when  they  [Great  Britian 
and  the  U.S.]  were  forced 
either  to  become  involved 
with  other  nations  to  protect 
their  security  or  to  accept 
their  responsibilities  in 
international  politics  as 
major  powers"  is  strong 
evidence  of  the  writer's 
ability  to  assess 
international  affairs  in  an 
historical  context. 


Defence  of  Position 

The  position  of  the  writer  is 
argued  with  reason  and 
precision:  "It  is  apparent 
that  any  nation's  prosperity 
and  security  is  threatened  in 
the  face  of  major 
international  conflict  . . . 
[therefore]  it  is  no  longer 
practical  for  nations  to 
isolate  themselves."  This 
position  is  a logical 
extension  of  the  evidence 
presented  earlier  in  the 
paper.  The  writer's  argument 
is  further  strengthened  by 
the  perceptive  discussion  of 
the  limits  which  must  apply 
to  any  nation's  international 
involvements  given  the  danger 
of  nuclear  war:  "a  nation's 
involvement  in  international 
affairs  should  not  consist  of 
intervention  in  the  affairs 
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of  a sovereign  state."  An 
insightful  and  convincing 
defence  of  position  is 
developed. 


Quality  of  Language  and 
Expression 

This  essay  is  notable  for  the 
forcefulness  and  clarity  of 
its  writing.  The  author's 
meaning  is  abundantly  clear 
and  the  development  of  the 
essay  shows  coherence  and 
logical  order.  The  sentence 
structure  and  vocabulary  show 
an  uncommon  degree  of 
sophistication.  Sentences 
such  as  "The  United  Nations, 
which  has  so  far  been 
encouragingly  successful  in 
resolving  international 
conflicts,  cannot  function 
effectively  without  the 
support  and  involvement  of 
nations  like  Canada"  are 
evidence  of  the  writer's 
mature  use  of  language. 
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TOPIC  B 


Student  Sample  Two 
General  Comments 

This  writer  shows  a good  understanding  of  the  issue.  The  paper  is  effectively 
introduced  and  the  value  dimension,  though  briefly  examined,  demonstrates  a 
clear  understanding  of  the  critical  features  of  the  issue.  The  writer's 
examination  of  the  evolving  foreign  policy  of  one  nation  is  accurately 
described  and  reveals  a firm  command  of  social  studies  content.  The  position 
taken  is  readily  apparent  and  consistent  with  the  evidence  presented.  The 
writing  conveys  the  writer's  meaning  well,  and  shows  above  average  attention 
to  the  conventions  of  good  writing.  This  essay  is  representative  of 
4 PROFICIENT  in  most  reporting  categories. 
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Description  of  Value  Positions 

Although  brief,  the 
identification  and  description 
of  alternative  value 
positions  is  accurate  and  the 
relationship  established 
between  the  value  positions 
and  the  issue  of  isolationism 
is  clear.  The  choice  of 
"self-sufficiency" 
(isolationism)  or 
"international  cooperation" 
(global  involvement)  is 
further  explored  in  the 
writer's  presentation  of 
examples:  "Many  countries 

have  tried  to  utilise  the 
policy  of  isolationism: 

Great  Britain  prior  to  1907, 
Italy,  USA,  and  until 
recently.  Communist  China." 
This  link  between  value 
positions  and  evidence  shows 
a proficient  understanding  of 
the  issue. 

Description  of  Examples  or 
Case  Studies 


The  writer  has  chosen  an 
appropriate  case  study  to 
illustrate  the  effect  of  any 
nation's  "participation  in 
world  affairs."  The 
examination  of  American 
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isolationism  prior  to  World 
War  II  indicates  a good 
understanding  of  social 
studies  content:  "Although 
the  US  set  up  the  League  of 
Nations,  one  of  the  major 
reasons  it  failed  was  because 
the  US  did  not  join."  The 
writer  further  reveals  a firm 
grasp  of  events  after  World 
War  II  through  references  to 
various  post-war  phenomena: 
"Soviet  expansion,  the  Truman 
Doctrine,  the  formation  of 
NATO."  While  the  reader  may- 
have  some  reservations  about 
the  accuracy  of  the 
relationship  the  author  draws 
between  the  U.S.  abandonment 
of  isolationism  and  its 
current  economic  prosperity, 
for  the  most  part  the 
evidence  presented  is 
relevant  and  accurately 
described. 

Defence  of  Position 

The  writer's  position  is 
clearly  indicated:  "The 
Canadian  government  [or  any 
government]  should  not  pursue 
a policy  of  isolationism." 
This  stance  is  well-supported 
by  the  evidence  presented  in 
the  case  study:  "The  United 
States  left  behind  their 
policy  of  isolationism 
because  they  felt  their 
ideology  and  freedoms  were 
being  threatened."  While  the 
author's  arguments  may  lack 
somewhat  in  insight,  they  are 
well-considered  and  logically 
developed:  "In  today's  world, 
[isolationism  for  Canada]  is 
almost  an  impossibility. 
Canada  does  not  have  the 
resources,  technology,  or 
skills  to  completely  rely  on 
itself." 
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Quality  of  Language  and 
Expression 

The  position  of  the  writer  is 
clear  and  the  conventions  of 
good  writing  are  generally 
followed.  There  is  some 
awkwardness  of  style: 

"Today,  in  the  20th  century, 
a country  must  make  a 
decision  on  their  foreign 
policy”  and  the  paper  does 
contain  some  grammatical 
errors:  "The  two  alternating 

values  in  this  issue  is  . . 

. " but  the  writing  is 
well-organized  and  logically 
presented.  There  is  a 
directness  to  the  essay  that 
emphasizes  the  author's 
meaning:  "It  is  not 

desirable  or  feasible  to 
pursue  a policy  of 
isolationism. " 
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TOPIC  B 


Student  Sample  Three 
General  Comments 

This  writer  shows  an  adequate  understanding  of  the  issue  through  the 
discussion  of  alternative  value  positions-  There  is  an  appropriate  use  of 
social  studies  terminology  and  a description  of  a relevant  case  study.  There 
are  some  factual  errors  but  these  generally  do  not  detract  from  the  intent  of 
the  essay.  The  arguments  for  the  defence  of  position  tend  to  be  sound  but 
lacking  in  persuasiveness.  This  essay  is  representative  of  3 SATISFACTORY  in 
most  reporting  categories. 
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Description  of  Value  Positions 

The  writer  demonstrates  a 
satisfactory  understanding  of 
the  value  positions 
underlying  this  issue. 

Although  some  confusion 
exists  over  the  relative 
costs  of  a nation  choosing 
"national  security"  over 
"international  security,"  the 
misunderstanding  is  not  a 
major  one.  The  author’s 
exploration  of  the 
relationship  between  the 
adoption  of  an 

internationalist  position  and 
the  possible  loss  of  national 
sovereignty  is  appropriate. 


Description  of  Examples  or 
Case  Studies 


The  writer  selected  and 
adequately  described  an 
important  case  study  — U.S. 
involvement  in  World  War  II. 
However,  some  of  the  evidence 
presented  is  not  particularly 
relevant  to  the  issue: 
"Hitler,  realizing  defeat, 
shot  himself."  There  are 
also  some  factual  errors  ("26 
billion  military  and  civilian 
casualties").  Despite  these 
faults,  the  essay  reveals  a 
generally  satisfactory  grasp 
of  social  studies  content. 
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Defence  of  Position 

The  writer  takes  a position 
against  isolationism  at  the 
outset  of  the  essay  and 
further  refines  the  argument 
in  the  conclusion.  The 
merits  of  the  U.N.  and  NATO 
as  agents  of  slcollective 
security"  are  stressed. 
However,  there  appears  to  be 
some  misunderstanding  about 
the  nature  of  these 
organizations : 

"Peace  keeping  groups  and 
alliances  such  as  the  United 
Nations  and  NATO  are  good 
examples  of  countries  valuing 
international  security." 

While  the  writer's  position 
is  clear,  there  is  a lack  of 
persuasiveness  in  the 
arguments  as  irrelevant 
information  is  often  used  in 
the  place  of  substantive 
thought  and  supportive 
development  of  evidence. 


Quality  of  Language  and 
Expression 

The  paper  has  a definite 
introduction,  body,  and 
conclusion,  and  the  author's 
meaning  is  generally 
understood.  There  are 
spelling  errors  ("They  have 
no  desire  for  the  aid  of 
other  nations  nor  do  they 
wish  to  become  entangles  in 
the  affairs  of  others")  but 
these  do  not  seriously  affect 
the  content  of  the  essay. 
Although  the  sentence 
structure  is  generally  sound, 
simplistic  statements  of  fact 
abound:  "Because  of  the 

involvement  of  the  U.S.,  the 
Germans  were  defeated."  Such 
writing  serves  to  keep  the 
narrative  straightforward  but 
it  does  not  impress  the  reader 
with  its  sophistication. 
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TOPIC  B 


Student  Sample  Four 
General  Comments 

This  writer  demonstrates  an  uncertain  grasp  of  the  topic.  The  underlying 
value  positions  are  implied,  but  they  are  vaguely  explained.  Although  the 
case  study  is  relevant  there  is  a restricted  understanding  of  its  importance 
and  there  are  factual  inaccuracies  in  its  description.  A position  on  the 
issue  is  discernible  but  the  writer's  defence  of  that  position  is  based  more 
on  emotion  than  logic.  The  writing  reveals  flaws  in  sentence  structure  and 
the  informal  tone  of  the  essay  detracts  from  a serious  treatment  of  the 
issue.  This  essay  is  representative  of  2 LIMITED  in  most  reporting  categories. 
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Description  of  Value  Positions 

The  value  positions  in  this 
paper  are  not  clearly 
identified  and  the  analysis 
is  limited.  The  author  does, 
however,  have  a sense  of  the 
moral  issues  arising  from 
choosing  one  option  over 
another:  "If  a nation  were 

to  initiate  such  a policy 
[isolationism],  I would  see 
that  country  as  being  selfish, 
uncaring  towards  other 
nations."  Nevertheless, 
there  are  significant 
difficulties  with  the  paper; 
the  confusion  of  the  terms 
"isolation"  and  "neutral"  is 
a good  example.  These 
difficulties  reveal  a limited 
understanding  of  the  issue. 

Description  of  Examples  or 
Case  Studies 


The  choice  of  Belgium  has 
possibilities  as  a relevant 
case  study  but  the 
description  given  reveals  a 
restricted  understanding  of 
social  studies  content: 
"Belgium  was  too  wrapped 
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up  in  itself  that  it  didn't 
have  the  security  to  stop  the 
Germans  from  invading." 

There  are  also  examples  of 
inaccuracies  and  over- 
simplifications such  as: 

"The  Germans  knew  that 
Belgium  was  a nuetral  country 
and  would  not  put  up  much  of 
a fight." 


Defence  of  Position 

The  confusion  evident  in  the 
case  study  carries  into  the 
defence  of  position.  A 
definite  stance  on  the  issue 
is  sometimes  difficult  to 
determine:  "If  you  can't  help 
out  your  fellow  human  beings 
in  times  when  they  needed  you 
to  help  them  but  your  nation 
was  too  selfish  to  help 
because  they  were  an  isolated 
nation."  When  certain 
identifiable  statements  of 
position  are  made  they  tend 
to  be  based  more  on  emotion 
than  logic:  "If  a country 
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that  nation  should  move  to 
Greenland."  Such  writing 
detracts  from  a serious 
treatment  of  the  issue  and 
impairs  any  persuasiveness 
the  arguments  may  have. 

Quality  of  Language  and 
Expression 


While  the  essay  is  organized 
into  a discernible 
introduction,  body,  and 
conclusion,  the  writer's 
meaning  is  at  times  awkward 
and  vague:  "The  idea  of  a 
nation  pursue  isolation  is  or 
has  to  be  the  most  ridiculous 
idea  ever."  Expression  also 
reveals  a lack  of  assurance 
in  syntax  and  spelling: 
"Commarodery  of  the  British." 
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TOPIC  B 


Student  Sample  Five 
General  Comments 


This  writer  makes  very  little  attempt  to  describe  the  value  positions  and 
generally  indicates  a minimal  understanding  of  the  choices  involved  in  the 
issue.  There  are  major  errors  in  the  description  of  the  case  studies  which 
reveal  a lack  of  understanding  of  social  studies  content.  Little  attempt  has 
been  made  to  defend  the  position.  The  writing  is  disorganized  and  contains 
serious  errors  in  language  usage.  This  essay  is  representative  of  1 POOR  in 
most  reporting  categories. 
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Description  of  Value  Positions 


This  paper  does  identify 
nationalism  and 
internationalism  as  value 
alternatives,  but  there  is 
little  attempt  made  to 
describe  them.  The  writer 
makes  many  generalizations: 
"Maybe  sometime  in  the  future 
we  will  not  have  to  worry 
about  nationalistic  goals 
and  consentrate  on 
Internationalism"  but  offers 
no  further  explanation  of 
such  statements.  In  this 
essay,  the  writer's  lack  of 
explanation  or  analysis 
reveals  minimal  understanding 
of  the  issue. 
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Description  of  Examples  or 
Case  Studies 


A case  study  of  the  Korean 
War  would  be  a relevant 
example  but  this  writer's 
account  is  riddled  with 
inaccuracies:  "The  demcratic 
nations  of  N.A.T.O.  . . . 
responed  when  North  Korea 
attacked  South  Korea  over  the 
land."  Many  of  the  examples 
given  are  confused  and 
contradictory  and  reveal  a 
lack  of  understanding  of 
social  studies  content:  "If 
the  Soviet  Union's 
isolationist  policy  would  not 
have  interfeared  with  the 
free  election  policy." 


37 


>-*A 


6dkJ 


^c  *JLc-hJM 


Defence  of  Position 
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The  writer  takes  a definite 
stance  on  the  issue:  "I  feel 
the  nations  should  not  pursue 
isolationist  policies." 
However,  the  defence  of  that 
position  is  quite  weak. 
Statements  are  made  which 
have  no  real  bearing  on  the 
position  and  no  linkage  is 
made  between  evidence  and 
position:  "We  should  strive 
for  a peaceful  world.  . . . 
But  this  is  in  the  future  and 
we  shouldn't  hope  for  the 
best." 


Quality  of  Language  and 
Expression 


The  paper  suffers  from  some 
serious  flaws  in  language 
convention  and  sentence 
structure.  Common  errors  in 
spelling  are  frequent: 
"consentrate,  interf eared, 
demcratic."  Typical  of  the 
essay's  mechanical  faults  is 
this  non-sentence:  "Even  in 

todays  society  were 
nationalism  seems  to  be  the 
most  important  issue."  Such 
flaws  detract  from  the  paper, 
frustrate  the  reader,  and 
make  meaning  difficult  to 
discern. 
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SOCIAL  STUDIES  30 
DIPLOMA  EXAMINATION  SCORING  GUIDE 
(Topics  A and  B) 
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SCORING  GUIDE:  TOPICS  A AND  B 


1 . DESCRIPTION  OF  EXAMPLES  OR  CASE  STUDIES  (10  MARKS) 


Accurate  and  comprehensive  description  of  one  or  more  relevant 
examples  or  case  studies  drawn  from  knowledge  of  social  studies 
content . 


GENERAL  CRITERIA  FOR  SCORING  THIS  DIMENSION 


Students  will  be  awarded  a mark  on  how  well  they  meet  the  following 
requirements : 


Requirements  Criteria 

Accuracy  - How  verifiable  or  factually  accurate  is 

the  description  of  the  examples  and/or 
case  studies  selected? 


Comprehensiveness 


Relevance 


- What  breadth  and/or  depth  of  understand- 
ing is  demonstrated  by  the  description 
of  case  studies  and/or  examples  chosen? 

- Are  the  case  studies  and/or  examples 
related  to  the  issue? 


NOTE:  Examples  and  case  studies  from  social  studies  content  may  be 

historical  or  contemporary  and  drawn  from  the  study  of  Canada  or 
other  nations. 
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SCORING  GUIDE:  TOPICS  A AND  B 


1.  DESCRIPTION  OF  EXAMPLES  OR  CASE  STUDIES  (10  MARKS) 


SCORE  1 

SCORING  DESCRIPTORS 

(5) 

EXCEPTIONAL 

The  examples  or  case  studies  chosen  are  relevant, 
accurate,  and  comprehensively  described,  revealing 
a mature  and  insightful  understanding  of  social  studies 
content . 

(4) 

PROFICIENT 

The  examples  or  case  studies  chosen  are  relevant, 
accurate,  and  clearly  described,  revealing  a good 
understanding  of  social  studies  content. 

(3) 

SATISFACTORY 

The  examples  or  case  studies  selected  are  relevant  and 
adequately  described,  but  may  contain  some  minor  factual 
errors.  The  descriptions  reveal  an  adequate 
understanding  of  social  studies  content. 

(2) 

LIMITED 

The  examples  or  case  studies  selected,  while  relevant, 
are  vaguely  described  and  contain  inaccuracies, 
revealing  a restricted  understanding  of  social  studies 
content . 

(1) 

POOR 

The  examples  or  case  studies  chosen  are  relevant,  but 
a minimal  attempt  has  been  made  to  describe  them  and/or 
the  descriptions  contain  major  errors,  revealing  a 
lack  of  understanding  of  social  studies  content. 

(0) 

Zero  is  a special  category.  It  is  not  an  indicator  of 
quality.  It  should  be  assigned  to  papers  that  fail  to 
address  this  dimension,  OR  where  the  case  studies  and/or 
examples  chosen  are  not  relevant  to  the  issue. 

| 

i 

i 
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SCORING  GUIDE:  TOPICS  A AND  B 


2.  DESCRIPTION  OF  VALUE  POSITIONS  (5  MARKS) 


Thoughtful  description  of  alternative  value  positions  underlying 
the  issue. 


GENERAL  CRITERIA  FOR  SCORING  THIS  DIMENSION 
Students  will  be  awarded  a mark  on  how  well  they  meet  the  following 


requirement: 

Requirement 

Criteria 

Thoughtfulness 

- Are  two  or  more  alternative  value 
positions  described? 

- How  adequately  developed  are  the 
descriptions? 

- What  depth  of  understanding  of  the 
issue  is  demonstrated  by  the 
description  of  alternative  value 
positions? 
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SCORING  GUIDE:  TOPICS  A AND  B 


2 . DESCRIPTION  OF  VALUE  POSITIONS  (5  MARKS) 


SCORE 

SCORING  DESCRIPTORS 

(5) 

EXCEPTIONAL 

The  description  of  the  alternative  value  positions 
is  thoughtful  and  reveals  an  insightful  understanding 
of  the  dilemma  inherent  in  the  issue. 

(4) 

PROFICIENT 

The  description  of  the  alternative  value  positions 
reveals  a clear  understanding  of  the  issue.  Some  of 
the  critical  features  of  these  positions  are  identified. 

(3) 

SATISFACTORY 

The  description  of  the  alternative  value  positions 
reveals  an  adequate  understanding  of  the  issue. 

(2) 

LIMITED 

The  description  of  the  alternative  value  positions 
reveals  an  uncertain  or  vague  understanding  of  the 
issue.  The  value  positions  stated  may  not  be  clearly 
related  to  the  issue. 

(1) 

POOR 

The  description  of  the  alternative  value  positions 
reveals  an  inaccurate  or  incomplete  understanding  of 
the  issue. 

(0) 

Zero  is  a special  category.  It  is  not  an  indicator  of 
quality.  It  should  be  assigned  to  papers  that  fail  to 
address  this  dimension. 
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SCORING  GUIDE:  TOPICS  A AND  B 


3.  DEFENCE  OF  POSITION  (10  HARKS) 


Logical  and  persuasive  defence  of  position  chosen  on  this  issue. 


GENERAL  CRITERIA  FOR  SCORING  THIS  DIMENSION 
Students  will  be  awarded  a mark  on  how  well  they  meet  the  following 


requirement : 

Requirement 

Criteria 

Logic  and  Persuasiveness 

- Is  the  writer's  position  evident? 

- How  well  does  the  writer  draw  a 
relationship  between  evidence  from 
the  examples  and/or  case  studies 
chosen  and  the  position  taken? 

- Are  the  arguments  based  on  reason 
and  scholarship  rather  than  emotion? 

- Are  the  arguments  based  on  valid 
assumptions  and  premises  that 
support  the  conclusions  made? 
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SCORING  GUIDE:  TOPICS  A AND  B 


3.  DEFENCE  OF  POSITION  (10  MARKS) 


SCORE 

SCORING  DESCRIPTORS 

(5) 

EXCEPTIONAL 

The  defence  of  position  is  based  on  convincing  and 
logical  arguments.  The  arguments  presented  are 
consistent  and  forceful,  demonstrating  originality  and 
insight. 

(4) 

PROFICIENT 

The  defence  of  position  is  based  on  well-considered 
arguments.  The  arguments  presented  are  logical  and 
clearly  developed. 

(3) 

SATISFACTORY 

The  defence  of  position  is  based  on  one  or  more 
adequate  arguments.  While  the  arguments  are  generally 
sound,  they  may  lack  somewhat  in  persuasiveness. 

(2) 

LIMITED 

The  defence  of  position  is  based  more  on  emotion  than 
logic  or  the  arguments  presented  are  confused  or  vague 
and  lack  development. 

(1) 

POOR 

The  defence  of  position  is  weak  because  a position  is 
hard  to  determine  OR  little  or  no  attempt  has  been 
made  to  defend  the  position  taken. 

(0) 

Zero  is  a special  category.  It  is  not  an  indicator  of 
quality.  It  should  be  assigned  to  papers  that  fail 
to  address  this  dimension. 
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SCORING  GUIDE:  TOPICS  A AND  B 


4.  QUALITY  OF  LANGUAGE  AND  EXPRESSION  (5  MARKS) 


Effective  use  of  language  and  expression. 


GENERAL  CRITERIA  FOR  SCORING  THIS  DIMENSION 


Students  will  be  marked  on  how  well 
Requirements 
Organization 

Conventions 

Syntax  and  Vocabulary 


they  meet  the  following  requirements: 
Criteria 

- Does  the  essay  have  an  introduction, 
body,  and  conclusion? 

- Does  the  development  of  the  essay 
show  coherence  and  logical  order? 

- Does  the  student  use  correct 
grammar,  spelling,  and  mechanics? 
("Mechanics"  refers  to 
capitalization  and  punctuation. ) 

- Does  the  student  use  correct, 
appropriate,  and  effective  syntax 
and  vocabulary?  ("Syntax"  refers 
to  the  way  in  which  words  are  put 
together  to  form  phrases,  clauses, 
or  sentences.  "Vocabulary"  refers 
to  the  use  of  social  studies 
terminology  as  well  as  common  word 
usage . ) 
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SCORING  GUIDE:  TOPICS  A AND  B 


4 . QUALITY  OF  LANGUAGE  AND  EXPRESSION  (5  MARKS) 


SCORE 

SCORING  DESCRIPTORS 

(5) 

EXCEPTIONAL 

The  content  is  organized  in  such  a way  that  the  writer's 
meaning  is  unquestionably  evident.  The  expression 
reveals  a mature  use  of  language  structures,  spelling, 
and  vocabulary. 

(4) 

PROFICIENT 

The  content  is  organized  in  such  a way  that  the  writer's 
meaning  is  clearly  understood.  The  expression  reveals 
good  use  of  language  structures,  spelling,  and 
vocabulary. 

(3) 

SATISFACTORY 

The  content  is  organized  in  such  a way  that  the  writer's 
meaning  is  generally  understood.  The  expression 
reveals  an  awareness  of,  and  attention  to,  language 
structures,  spelling,  and  vocabulary. 

(2) 

LIMITED 

The  content  is  organized  in  such  a way  that  the  writer's 
meaning  is  vague.  The  expression  reveals  a lack  of 
assurance  in  language  structures,  spelling,  and 
vocabulary. 

(1) 

POOR 

The  content  is  disorganized  or  leaves  in  doubt  the 
writer's  meaning.  The  expression  reveals  serious  faults 
in  language  structures,  spelling,  and  vocabulary. 

(0) 

Zero  is  a special  category.  It  is  not  an  indicator  of 
quality.  It  should  be  assigned  to  papers  that  are 
blank  or  totally  illegible. 
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